Attitudes toward epilepsy and perceptions of epilepsy-related stigma in Korean evangelical Christians.
The scriptural description of Jesus driving out an evil spirit from a boy with epilepsy supported the idea of the spiritual nature of epilepsy for centuries. Korea has a shorter history of Christianity than the Western world. We determined whether there are differences in attitudes toward epilepsy and perception of epilepsy-related stigma between people with and without belief in evangelical Christianity in Korea. Data were collected from evangelical churches and theological colleges. People without religious beliefs were enrolled as a control group through convenience sampling. The Public Attitudes Toward Epilepsy (PATE) scale and the modified Stigma Scale for epilepsy were used. Familiarity with and knowledge of epilepsy were also assessed. Evangelical Christians were categorized as professional or nonprofessional depending on whether they had received professional education in Christian theology. A total of 227 evangelical Christians and 139 controls were included. The scores on the Stigma Scale and in the two PATE domains were significantly lower in the professional Christian group than in the controls or the nonprofessional group (p<0.05) but did not differ between the nonprofessional group and controls. After controlling for confounders, only the professional group was independently associated with lower scores on the Stigma Scale and in the PATE personal domain (p<0.05). The remaining associations lost their significance. We found no differences in attitudes toward epilepsy and perception of stigma between people with and without belief in evangelical Christianity in Korea.